
 

ENG 106L: Lesson 1 

Appointment 1 

 

Instructions  

This will be the first week that you will meet with your Speaking 
Partner. In your Speaking Partner sessions, you will talk about an 
assigned topic. Usually this assignment topic will be related to your 
writing assignment for the current unit. If there is time, you will also 
be asked to read out loud. This will give your Speaking Partner a 
chance to help you with your oral language. 

Each week, your first Speaking Partner meeting should be on 
Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday; the second should be on 
Thursday (after the Pathway Gathering), Friday, or Saturday. 

After meeting with your Speaking Partner, answer a few questions 
about your visit. To do this, click "Open," type your responses in the 
notes section, then click "Submit." 

Please answer these questions: 

1. Did you meet with your Speaking Partner?  
2. In 3-5 sentences, describe what you enjoyed about your visit 

with your Speaking Partner.  

Get to Know Each Other 

Bring at least one picture of your family or of you doing something 
interesting. Your speaking partner will do the same. Your Speaking 
Partner will show and describe his or her picture. He or she will 
describe what is happening in their picture, where it is, and who is 
in the picture. While you are listening, write down two questions for 
your Speaking Partner about the picture or about him or her. Then, 
after your Speaking Partner is done describing their picture ask him 
or her your questions. After your Speaking Partner has answered 
your questions, you will describe your picture. You will explain what 
is happening, where it is, and who is in the picture. Your Speaking 
Partner will write questions and will ask them after you are done 
describing them. 

Vocabulary 

Family Words 

 parent (n)  

 father (n)  

 mother (n)  

 grandfather, grandpa 
(n)  

 grandmother, 
grandma (n)  

 grandparent (n)  

 husband (n)  

 wife (n)  

 spouse (n)  

 aunt (n)  

 uncle (n)  

 cousin (n)  

 nephew (n)  

 niece (n)  

 sister (n)  

 brother (n)  

 child (n)  

 sibling (n)  

 baby (n)  

 relative (n)  

 relationship (n)  

Words from Readings 

 crop (n)  

 desert (n)  

 experimental (adj)  

 clothes (n)  

 excited (adj)  

 neat (adj)  

 common (adj)  

 goal (n)  

 to fail (v)  

 to raise (v)  

 to grow (v)  

 to plant (v)  

 to teach (v)  

Grammar Words 

 subject  

 verb  

 object  

 sentence  

 command  

 article  

 pronoun  



 

Discussion Topic 

In this session, your Speaking Partner will ask you questions about yourself and your family. Use the 
chart below to talk to your Speaking Partner about the members of your family. Tell your Speaking 
Partner the names of some of your family members, their relationship to you, and something interesting 
about them. 

The full size chart 

Your Speaking Partner will ask you questions about your chart. You can use these questions to prepare. 

1. Tell the Speaking Partner about your family. Tell him/her about your parents or wife/husband. Do 
you have any brothers or sisters? If so, tell your Speaking Partner something interesting about 
them.  

2. Do you have any children? If so, what are their names and ages? What kinds of things do they 
enjoy doing?  

3. How well do you know your grandparents? How did you learn these things? How are family stories 
shared in your family? Tell your Speaking Partner some interesting facts about one or more of your 
grandparents:  

 What is his/her name?  

 How old is he/she?  

 Where does he/she live?  

 What does he/she like to do?  

 Why did you choose to talk about this particular grandparent?  
4. Do you have other family members like uncles, aunts, or cousins who have interesting stories you 

could share?  

Reading Out Loud 

If there is time, your Speaking Partner will ask you to read the story "My Grandfather Starts a Dry Farm." 
Practice reading it out loud until you can read it smoothly. Your Speaking Partner will give you feedback 
to help you improve your reading and pronunciation. 

My Grandfather Starts a Dry Farm  
Ellen Bunker 
Laron Bates, my grandfather, moved 100 years ago to the place in Arizona where I was born. For me, this 
is an anniversary year. I want to remember him making that move one hundred years ago. My 
grandfather got a job from the University of Arizona. That was in 1911. He was going to try and run a "dry 
farm." A dry farm is a farm where you use only rainwater for your plants. In many parts of the world, this is 
a common way to farm. But Arizona is a desert and it does not rain very much. This farm was a test, or an 
experiment. They called it the experimental dry farm. My grandfather planted his crops. The main crop 
was corn. The first few years of the experiment, the crops grew very well. We have pictures of him 
standing in the corn where the plants had grown over his head. But later on a dry year came and the 
crops failed. This was followed by another dry year and the crops failed again. This happened three years 
in a row. At last, the university decided that they did not want to continue the experiment. They decided it 
was not a good idea to try and have dry farms in the desert in Arizona. Instead, people had to use water 
from lakes and rivers for their crops. They had to build ditches, or places for the water to run to the farm 
land. Although my grandfather still got paid from the university during these last three years when the 
crops failed, at the end he was out of a job. He had to find a new place to work. He moved to my 
hometown and began to farm again, but this time he helped build a water system. Then he could farm. He 
was able to raise his family, start a branch of the Church, and build up a new community. I'm glad my 
grandfather was willing to try an experiment. Even though the dry farm failed, my grandfather and 
grandmother made a good life for our family in this new area in Arizona. 

http://www.byui.edu/Documents/Admin_Offices/Online%20Learning/Online%20Instruction/familytree.pdf


 

Appointment 2 

 

Instructions  

Make your appointments with your Speaking Partner. The first meeting should be on Monday, Tuesday, 
or Wednesday. The second meeting should be on Thursday (after the Pathway Gathering), Friday, or 
Saturday. 

After meeting with your Speaking Partner, answer a few questions about your visit. To do this, click 
"Open," type your responses in the notes section, then click "Submit." 

Please answer these questions: 

1. Did you meet with your Speaking Partner?  
2. In 3-5 sentences, describe what you enjoyed about your visit with your Speaking Partner.  
3. After answering these questions, copy and paste your paragraph from the timed writing exercise.  

 

Timed Writing Practice 

During this tutor session, you will do a timed writing assignment. You will write a short paragraph. It will be 
related to the content in the unit. Your speaking Partner will give you the topic. You will have to plan and 
write a short paragraph. 

Step 1: Open a new, blank document in Microsoft Word. 
Step 2: Plan your writing (1-3 minutes). 
Step 3: Write your paragraph (6-10 minutes). 
Step 4: Edit your writing (1-3 minutes). 
Step 5: Save your writing. 
Step 6: Copy and paste your writing into the instant message area on Skype. Your Speaking Partner will 
read it and give you feedback during your tutor session. Think of at least one question you can ask your 
Speaking Partner, about something that will help you improve your paragraph. 
Step 7: If you wish, revise your writing. Use the feedback your Speaking Partner discussed with you. 
Save your writing again. 
Step 8: After your session, answer the questions above. Then copy and paste your paragraph into the 
box as well. Your instructor will read through it and may also give you some feedback. 
Click here to see the Timed Writing Topics 

 

http://www.byui.edu/Documents/Admin_Offices/Online%20Learning/Online%20Instruction/Topic%20List.pdf

